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UNITED  KINGDOM. 
IRELAND. 

By  Consul  Hunter  Sharp,  Belfast,  April  19. 

The  total  trade  of  Ireland  with  countries  outside  of  Great  Britain 
can  not  at  present  be  ascertained.  It  ig  estimated,  however,  that  not 
more  than  one-fifth  of  the  exports  of  Ireland  go  to  colonial  and  for- 
eign countries,  the  other  four-fifths  remaining  in  Great  Britain, 
while  of  imports,  one-third  is  of  colonial  or  foreign  origin  and  two- 
thirds  the  produce  of  Great  Britain. 

According  to  the  returns  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and 
Technical  Instruction  for  Ireland,  the  total  import  and  export  trade 
of  the  country  in  1913,  the  latest  year  for  which  figures  are  available, 
is  estimated  at  $718,098,598,  as  compared  with  $083,011,703  in  1912, 
an  increase  of  $35,086,895.  The  imports,  amounting  to  $358,530,379, 
show  an  increase  of  $2,459,772  over  1912  and  $33,698,629  over  1911, 
while  exports  totaling  $359,568,219  exhibit  an  increase  of  $32,627,123 
over  1912  and  $42,823,161  over  1911. 
List  of  Imports  into  Ireland. 

The  following  table  shows  the  estimated  values  of  the  principal 
classes  of  imports  into  Ireland  during  the  calendar  years  1912  and 
1913: 


Articles. 


FARM   TRODUCE   AND  1 OOD 
STUFFS. 

Live  stock 

Dead  meat,  including  ba- 
con, hams,  game,  etc 

Eggs,  poultry,  butter,  etc. . 

Fish 

Fruit  and  vegetables 

Grain,  flour,  meals,  etc 

Feeding  stuffs 

Tea,  coffee,  cocoa, sugar,  etc. 

Tobacco  and  snuff 

Wines,  spirits,  porter,  ale, 
mineral  waters,  etc 

Other  provisions  and  food 
stuffs 


Total    farm    produce, 
food  and  drink  stuffs. 

RAW  MATERIALS. 

Coal,  coke,  etc 

Wood,  hewn  and  sawn 

Stones,  slates,  metal  ores, 

etc 

Fats 

Hides,  skins,  wool,  hair, 

feathers,  etc 

Flax 

Other  textile  raw  materials 
Other  raw  produce 


Total  raw  materials. 
9  £824°— 15 


1912 


$1,132,989 

12,149,271 
3,518,465 
1,473,566 

5,444,723 
40,099,009 
27,432,519 
19,779,120 

5, 432, 893 

5,778,312 

5,157,512 


127,398,439 


14, 653, 105 

9,427,1S4 

2,379,986 
901,547 

2,253,019 
11,762,126 
8,561,692 
2, 44),  962 


52,448,621 


1913 


$1,411,251 

13,986,545 

3,  545, 206 

1,584,893 

5,527,979 

38,942,847 

26,386,698 

18,026,669 

4,805,703 

6, 007,  ES2 

5,S96,582 


126,122,355 


16,021,564 
9,664,991 

2, 265, 263 
1,054,785 

1,859,535 
11,193,510 
10,003,410 

2,257,133 


54,353,194 


Article-. 


MANUFACTURED  GOODS. 

Textiles: 

Yarns,    thread,    rope, 

cordage,  etc 

Piece  goods,  apparel, 

drapery,  etc 

Leather  goods,  etc.: 

Leather 

Boots,  shoes,  saddlery, 
india  rubber  goods  . . 
Metals  and  manufactures 
chiefly  of  metals- 
Metal  and  metal  cast- 
ings   

Machinery,    imp]  e - 
merits,  motors,  ships, 

eic 

Wooden  articles,  furniture, 
and  articles   mainly   of 

wood 

Paper,  stationery,  books, 

etc 

Bricks,  tiles,  earthen  .vare, 

china,  glass,  etc 

Chandlery,  soap,  candles, 

oils,  paints,  eic 

Chemicals,  fertilizers,  dye- 
stuffs 

Miscellaneous  articles 


Total      manufactured 
goods 


Gross  total 356,070,607   358,530,371 


1912 


812, 04S, 666 
73,91S,052 
2.874,573 
10, 813,  782 

22,503,045 
19,327,334 

6,191,998 

5,  £65, 510 
4, 795, 245 
10, 3S7,  £92 

6,506,895 

490, 455 


176.223,547 


$10, 175,413 
79,182,468 

2..  750, 011 
10,885,767 

21,066,280 
19,765,523 

5  £22  991 

5',  650, 863 

• 

11,2£4,255 

6,424.564 
457, 74S 


178,054,830 
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Principal  Exports  From  Ireland. 

The  estimated  values  of  the  principal  classes  of  exports  from  Ire- 
land during  the  calendar  years  1912  and  1913  are  shown  in  the  fol- 
lowing table : 


Articles. 


FARM  PRODUCE  AND 
FOODSTUFFS. 


Live  stock 

Dead  meat,  including 
bacon,  hams,  game,  etc., 

Eggs,  poultry,  butter,  etc.. 

Fish , 

Fruit  and  vegetables 

G  rain,  flour,  mails,  etc 

Feeding  stuffs 

Tea,  coffee,  cocoa,  sugar., 
etc 

Tobacco  and  snuff 

AViues,  spirits,  porter,  ale, 
mineral  waters,  etc 

Other  provisions  and  food- 
stuffs  , 


Total  farm  produce, 
food  and  drink 
stuffs 


RAW  MATERIALS. 


Coal,  coke,  etc , 

Wood,  hewn  and  sawn 

Stones,  slates,  metal  ores, 

etc 

Fats 

Hides,  skins,  wool,  hair, 

feathers,  etc 

Flax 

Other  textile  raw  materials. 
Other  raw  produce 


Total  raw  materials. 


1912 


$59,979,374 

25, 029, 222 
41,443,192 
2,349,050 
3,330,145 
3,865,193 
2,511,455 

142,944 
2,872,861 

21,605,284 

5,574,649 


168,703,369 


2,549,214 
2,019,636 

7,546,730 
1,012,271 
5,402,915 
1,953,929 


21,745,756 


1913 


$94,743,6S4 

23,751,011 
39,781,194 

2,918,883 
3,886,523 

2, 202, 977 

1?4, 894 
2,872,856 

22,658,215 

5,131,384 


199,959,959 


2,649,863 
1,846,360 

6,434,399 

796, 729 

7,573,335 

1,504,498 


21,953,288 


Articles. 


MANUFACTURED  GOODS. 

Textiles: 

Yarns,    thread,    rope, 

cordage,  etc 

Piece  goods,  apparel, 

drapery,  etc 

Leather  goods,  etc.: 

Leather 

Boots,  shoes,  saddlery, 
india-rubbergoods. . . 
Metals  and  manufactures 
chiefly  of  metals: 
Metal  and  metal  cast- 
ings   

Machinery,    imple- 
ments motors,  ships, 

etc 

Wooden  articles,  furniture, 
and   articles   mainly   of 

wood 

Paper,  stationery,  books, 

etc 

Bricks,  tiles,  earthenware, 

china,  glass,  etc 

Chandlery,  soap,  candles , 

oils,  paint s,  etc 

Chemicals,  fertilizers,  dye- 
stuffs,  etc 

Miscellaneous  articles 

Total    manufactured 
goods 

Gross  total 


313,506,075 

91,638,745 

347,385 

1,213,0S7 

2,363,026 

21,013,299 

1, 740, 497 

1,887, 194 

121,297 

699,958 

1,014,777 
946,631 


114,711,883 

92, 664,  S95 

265,200 

1,049,451 

2,157,222 

20,509,086 

1, 726, 1S6 

1,764,890 

81,587 

648,208 

1,050,692 
1,025,673 


136,491,971 


137,654,972 


326,941,096  1359, 56S,  219 


Textiles  Hold  Leading  Place. 

Textiles  constitute  almost  five-eighths  of  the  total  value  of  manu- 
factured imports  and  exports  of  Ireland  and  one-third  of  all  goods 
imported  into  or  exported  from  this  country.  The  combined  textile 
imports  of  yarns,  piece  goods  and  made-up  goods  amounted  in  1913 
to  an  estimated  value  of  $89,357,885,  as  compared  with  $85,9GG,718 
in  1912  and  $70,328,571  in  1911.  The  corresponding  textile  exports 
were  $107,376,777  in  1913,  $105,144,820  in  1912,  and  $90,147,207  in 
1911. 

Distinguishing  yarns,  thread,  rope,  cordage,  etc.,  from  piece  goods 
and  made-up  goods  the  value  of  the  imports  of  the  group  first 
named  in  1913  is  estimated  at  $10,175,418,  as  compared  with 
$12,048,006  in  1912  and  $9,G67,069  in  1911.  The  chief  items  under 
this  head  are  linen  yarn,  cotton  yarn,  woolen  yarn,  and  thread. 

The  value  of  the  exports  of  yarn,  thread,  rope,  twine,  cordage,  etc., 
in  1913  is  estimated  at  $14,711,882,  as  compared  with  $13,506,075  in 
1912  and  $13,311,761  in  1911.  Of  these  amounts  the  principal  items 
were  linen  yarn  and  thread. 

The  largest  portion  of  textile  imports  and  exports  consisted  of 
piece  goods,  ready-made  goods,  drapery,  and  apparel,  the  imports  of 
which  had  an  estimated  value  in  1913  of  $79,182,466,  as  compared 
with  $73,918,052  in  1912  and  $66,661,502  in  1911. 

The  total  value  of  the  exports  of  piece  and  made-up  textile  goods 
in  1913  is  estimated  at  $92,664,895,  an  increase  of  $1,026,150  over 
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1912.     Three -fourths  of  the  exports  of  textile  piece  goods  are  re- 
turned as  linens. 

Government  Orders  Affect  Yarn  Market. 

Last  year  opened  with  a  quiet  market  in  yarns,  and  prices  tend- 
ing lower  for  the  full  half  year.  As  events  turned  out  this 
movement  was  stopped  by  the  outbreak  of  the  war  on  the  Continent 
of  Europe,  and  during  the  first  week  in  August  business  was 
practically  paralyzed  for  a  time.  However,  with  the  reduction 
of  the  10  per  cent  bank  rate  of  discount  to  a  more  normal  level,  con- 
fidence was  quickly  restored.  The  large  Government  orders  for 
coarse  linens  created  a  demand  for  all  numbers  of  both  lines  and 
tows  up  to  GO  lea,  and  as  local  spinners  did  not  produce  these  in 
quantities  to  comply  with  more  than  a  mere  normal  consumption  the 
product  of  Belgian  mills  had  to  be  requisitioned  to  an  extent  such  as 
had  never  been  approached  before. 

Until  the  end  of  September — when  the  Germans  assumed  control 
of  Ghent — it  may  be  said  that  the  supply  was  ample,  but  now  that 
the  entire  production  is  being  diverted  from  this  market  much  in- 
convenience is  caused  to  manufacturers  who  were  depending  upon 
the  yarns  to  carry  out  their  contracts.  The  fine  yarns  remained  a 
drug  on  the  market  until  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  when  the  un- 
doubted scarcity  of  flax  supplies  from  all  quarters  brought  about  a 
strong  speculative  demand.  This  resulted  in  spinners  being  able  to 
get  rid  of  their  accumulations,  and  as  the  prospects  about  flax  are 
not  promising  the  desire  to  enter  into  contracts  for  future  delivery 
is  not  overgreat. 
Exports  of  Leather  and  Manufactures — Metals  and  Manufactures. 

The  exports  in  the  group  of  leather  and  leather  manufactures  are 
principally  hides  and  skins,  which  amounted  to  $3,584,357  in  1913  and 
$3,409,295  in  1912 ;  imports  consist  mainlv  of  leather,  valued  in  1913 
at  $2,750,010,  as  compared  with  $2,874,573  in  1912,  and  boots  and 
shoes,  valued  at  $8,140,511  in  1913,  as  compared  with  $8,342,651  in 
1912. 

In  addition  to  these  items,  there  are  imports  of  saddlery,  leather 
belting,  leather  gloves,  etc.,  which  bring  the  total  annual  value  of 
imports  of  leather  and  leather  manufactures  to  approximate! v 
$11,000,000. 

Imports  of  Metals  and  Metal  Manufactures. 

It  is  estimated  that  in  1913  the  total  value  of  imports  under  the 
head  of  metals  and  metal  manufactures  amounted  to  $40,878,600,  a 
decrease  of  about  $1,000,000  from  1912,  while  the  exports,  which 
included  the  export  of  steam  vessels,  were  estimated  at  $22,666,308, 
as  compared  with  $23,376,325  the  previous  year.  Among  these 
imports  $11,548,205  consisted  of  steel,  bar  and  wrought  iron,  plates 
and  sheets,  while  anchors,  chains,  bolts,  rivets,  nails,  screws,  rails, 
iron  chairs,  etc.,  represented  a  further  import  estimated  at  $1,907,668. 
Both  of  these  groups  show  a  slight  increase  over  1912. 

Hardware  utensils  and  implements,  ranges,  stoves,  meters,  pumps, 
boilers,  cylinders,  and  similar  articles  accounted  for  $9,025,357,  as 
compared  with  $9,303,580  in  1912;  machinery,  chiefly  agricultural 
and  textile,  and  railway  engines  $7,047,471  against  $7,079,521  in  1912; 
and  cycles  and  motor  cars  $3,692,214,  as  compared  with  $2,944,233 
in  1912. 
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As  regards  exports,  considerable  quantities  of  machinery  are  ex- 
ported from  Belfast  and  the  export  of  steam  vessels  is  of  a  large 
annual  value,  estimated  in  1913  at  $15,319,742,  a  decrease  of  approxi- 
mately $1,000,000  as  compared  with  the  previous  year. 
Imports  Large  in  Wooden  Manufactures. 

On  wooden  manufactures  there  is  a  large  import  and  a  small 
export,  the  item  of  greatest  importance  among  the  imports  being 
furniture,  with  an  estimated  value  in  1913  of  $2,437,878,  a  decrease  of 
$253,822  from  1912. 

The  import  into  Ireland  of  paper,  stationery,  cardboard,  books, 
and  printed  matter  for  1913  is  estimated  at  $5,650,863,  as  compared 
with  $5,865,510  in  1912  and  $5,623,742  in  1911.  Exports  of  paper, 
cardboard,  books,  etc.,  in  1913  amounted  to  $1,764,890,  as  compared 
with  $1,887,195  in  1912  and  $1,782,468  in  1911. 

The  value  of  imports  of  manufactures  of  clay,  china,  and  glass 
goods  in  1913  is  estimated  at  $4,588,939,  against  $4,795,245  in  1912 
and  $4,517,543  in  1911.  Exports  of  this  class  of  goods  in  1913 
amounted  to  only  $81,587,  and  $121,298  in  1912. 

Under  the  heading  of  chandlery  are  candles,  soap,  starch,  matches, 
oils,  paints,  polishes,  etc.  Many  of  these  articles  are  being  made  in 
Ireland,  and  to  some  extent  exported,  but  there  is  a  very  considerable 
excess  of  imports.  Altogether  this  class  of  goods  represented  in 
1913  an  import  value  estimated  at  $11,284,255,  against  $10,887,392 
in  1912,  the  exports  being  $648,208  as  compared  with  $699,958  the 
previous  year. 

The  total  value  of  chemicals,  drugs,  fertilizers,  and  dyestuffs  im- 
ported in  1913  is  estimated  at  $6,424,564,  as  compared  with  $6,506,- 
895  in  1912.  In  artificial  fertilizers  there  is  a  large  import,  amount- 
ing to  $3,778,857  in  1913  and  $3,727,593  in  1912.  Exports  for  the 
two  years  were  valued  at  $830,317  and  $777,584,  respectively.  Total 
imports  of  dyestuffs  were  $156,224  in  1913  as  compared  with  $172,800 
the  previous  year. 

Raw  Materials  Imported. 

The  total  value  of  raw  materials  imported  into  Ireland  in  1913 
is  estimated  at  $54,353,194,  as  compared  with  $52,448,621  in  1912. 
These  imports  consisted  principally  of  coal,  wood,  flax,  and  other 
raw  materials  of  the  textile  industries.  There  is  also  a  large  import 
of  raw  cotton  -which  is  reexported  and  goes  principally  to  Northern 
Europe. 

The  exports  of  raw  materials  in  1913  are  estimated  at  $21,953,288, 
as  compared  with  $21,745,756  in  1912.  Aside  from  the  reexport 
of  raw  cotton,  these  are  principally  animal  products,  such  as  hides, 
skins,  wool,  and  fats,  and  to  a  lesser  extent,  seeds,  timber,  and  vege- 
table produce. 

The  following  tables  show  the  estimated  values  of  the  chief  im- 
ports of  raw  materials  in  1912  and  1913: 


Articles. 

1912 

1913 

Articles. 

1912 

1913 

Coil 

114,551,166 

9,427,184 

11,702,120 

$15,910,263 

493.033 
9,004,991 
11,193,510 

Hemp  and  jute,  tow  and 

3, 199, 510 
901,547 

3,456,519 

1,054,785 

Total 

40,4S7,0S0 

41,773,706 
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Exports  of  Raw  Materials. 

The  values  of  the  chief  exports  of  raw  materials  for  the  same  years 
were  as  follows : 


Articles. 

1912 

1913 

Articles. 

1912 

*     1913 

$1,261,061 
3,409,295 
3,762,875 
2,019,036 

$1,143,105 
3,584,357 
2,489,536 
1,846,369 

-Grass  seed 

$1,621,002 

$1,222,226 

Total 

Wool 

10,073,869 

10,293,584 

Increase  in  Live-Stock  Exports. 

Live  stock  is  the  chief  agricultural  export  of  Ireland.  The  in- 
crease of  $34,764,310  in  1913,  as  compared  with  1912,  is  mainly  due 
to  the  large  numbers  of  store  cattle,  which  were  held  back  from  ship- 
ment during  the  second  half  of  1912,  in  consequence  of  the  restric- 
tions imposed  on  the  exportation  of  live  animals  through  the  out- 
break of  foot-and-mouth  disease,  and  which  were  exported  in  the 
early  months  of  1913.  Stock  imports  into  Ireland  are  small,  the 
estimated  value  in  1913  amounting  to  $1,411,251,  as  compared  with 
$1,132,989  in  1912.  A  considerable  number  of  horses,  temporarily 
imported  chiefly  for  sporting  purposes,  are  included  in  these  figures. 
These  also  swell  the  export  returns.  The  largest  import  is  of  sheep 
and  lambs,  the  number  being  15.120  in  1913,  as  compared  with  11,0(57 
in  1912 ;  16,824  in  1911  and  38,736  in  1910.  A  few  breeding  cattle 
are  also  imported. 

The  exports  and  imports  of  beef,  mutton,  bacon,  hams,  etc.,  form 
an  important  class.  The  value  of  the  imports,  which  are  made  up 
almost  wholly  of  bacon  from  Canada  and  Denmark,  pigs'  heads  from 
Denmark,  beef  from  Argentina,  and  mutton  from  New  Zealand  and 
Australia,  is  greater  than  in  any  year  since  1901.  The  imports  in 
1913  of  bacon  and  hams,  amounting  to  $10,378,931,  exceeded  in 
value  the  figures  of  any  previous  year,  although  the  quantity  im- 
ported was  nearly  49,000  hundredweight  less  than  the  quantity  im- 
ported in  1911. 

Large  Total  in  Export  of  Products  of  Pig. 

The  total  value  of  bacon  and  hams  exported  in  1913  was  estimated 
at  $20,483,605,  being  a  decrease  of  $54,816.  This  total  exceeded  by 
$10,104,674  the  estimated  value  of  the  imports  of  bacon  and  hams  in 
1913.  If  to  this  is  added  the  export  of  pork  and  coarse  pig  meat, 
the  value  of  the  products  of  the  pig  exported  will  amount  to  over 
$22,385,900.  Including  the  export  of  live  pigs,  the  total  export  value 
of  pigs  and  pig  produce  in  1913  was  more  than  $26,765,750. 

The  import  of  preserved  and  tinned  meat  increased  in  1913  to- 
$812,272,  as  compared  with  $729,036  in  1912,  and  the  export  of  pre- 
served and  tinned  meat  fell  from  an  estimated  value  of  $174,302  in 
1912  to  $93,622  in  1913. 

The  returns  indicate  a  decrease  in  the  export  of  poultry  as  compared 
with  1912.  \  The  estimated  value  in  1913  was  $4,799,542,  as  against 
$5,050,312  in  1912.  About  one-third  of  these  values  was  in  live 
poultry. 

The  exports  of  poultry  and  eggs  together  in  1913  amounted  to 
$19,492,318,  and  if  to  this  is  added  the  export  of  feathers,  $207,702, 
a  total  export  of  $19,700,020  is  recorded. 
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The  imports  of  poultry  and  eggs  into  Ireland  are  small,  amounting 
in  1013  to  $287,138,  as  compared  with  $315,787  in  1912.  It  may  thus 
be  seen  that  practically  the  entire  home  demand  is  supplied  by  the 
home  article,  and  that  the  export  represents  the  surplus  production. 

Wide  Fluctuations  in  Corn  Values. 

Corn  (maize)  was  obtainable  at  a  moderate  price  at  the  opening  of 
the  year  1914,  and  a  fair  advance  took  place  in  the  early  months, 
which  was  followed  by  an  easier  tendency  as  the  large  Argentine 
crop  became  ready  for  shipment,  but  shortly  after  some  liberal  ship- 
ments were  made  the  weather  became  unsettled  and  finally  was  so 
bad  as  to  stop  all  movement  of  grain  for  some  time.  This  caused  a 
sharp  advance  in  values,  as  it  was  feared  a  large  quantity  of  grain 
would  be  lost  owing  to  the  floods. 

Fluctuations  were  wide  during  the  summer,  and  importers  had 
great  difficulty  in  arranging  for  regular  supplies.  The  outbreak  of 
wrar  and  the  difficulty  of  insuring  against  war  risk  of  cargoes  coming 
from  the  South  Atlantic  caused  a  rapid  and  large  advance  in  spot 
values.  In  October,  however,  values  declined,  but  only  for  a  week, 
as  an  active  demand  set  in  and  prices  advanced  about  30  per  cent. 
The  absence  of  Russian  barley  and  heavy  demand  for  oats  for  military 
requirements  caused  a  much  larger  consumption  of  corn,  and  this 
may  continue  for  the  duration  of  the  war.  It  -is  stated  that  a  large 
proportion  of  the  last  crop  of  corn  still  remains  in  Argentina,  and 
the  quality  and  condition  are  proving  much  better  than  anticipated, 
but  the  difficulty  of  exporting  owing  to  shortage  of  ships  is  serious 
and  may  result  in  restricted  supplies. 

Great  Advance  in  Wheat  Prices. 

The  prices  ruling  for  wheat  at  the  beginning  of  1914  were  com- 
paratively low,  and  the  fluctuations  during  the  first  half  of  the  year 
were  not  important.  During  July  the  anticipations  of  heavy  ship- 
ments from  the  United  States  because  of  the  second  crop  gathered 
there  brought  values  to  the  lowest  point  of  the  year,  and  new-crop 
winter  wheat  was  then  in  large  demand  for  autumn  shipment  to 
France.  This  caused  a  fair  recovery  in  prices  previous  to  the  decla- 
ration of  war,  but  subsequently  values  hardened  materially  from  day 
to  day  until  an  advance  of  30  per  cent  was  recorded. 

A  reaction  then  set  in,  owing  to  abundant  supplies  and  the  absence 
of  the  usual  buying,  and  prices  receded  about  10  per  cent,  but  the  de- 
lay in  gathering  and  thrashing  in  France  and  the  extra  demand  from 
Italy,  together  with  the  shutting  off  of  Russian  supplies  (consequent 
on  the  closing  of  the  Dardanelles)  caused  a  steady  advance,  and  prices 
at  the  close  of  the  year  were  about  50  per  cent  higher  than  in  July. 
Shipments  from  Argentina  were  disappointing,  but  Australia  shipped 
freely ;  India,  having  a  comparatively  poor  crop,  was  not  in  a  posi- 
tion to  export  any  large  quantity.  The  European  demand  had  to  be 
supplied  chiefly  by  the  United  States  and  Canada.  Argentina  is  re- 
ported to  have  been  gathering  a  fine  crop,  and  exportable  supplies 
were  estimated  at  3,000,000  tons,  which  was  expected  to  compensate 
in  quantity  for  the  season's  failure  in  Australia. 

"Use  of  American  Motor  Cars. 

The  outlook  for  motor  cars  is  not  too  bright,  but  it  is  felt  that  the 
withdrawal  of  horses  from  various  parts  of  the  country  by  the  mili- 
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tary  authorities  will  have  a  tendency  to  increase  the  business.  While 
the  medium-priced  car,  between  $1,460  and  $2,190,  was  large  in  de- 
mand during  1911,  there  was  also  a  fair  sale  for  cars  up  to  $6,326. 
There  are  to  be  found  in  this  district  several  American  cars,  fully 
equipped  with  the  latest  and  most  up-to-date  appointments,  which 
are  giving  satisfactory  service. 

The  light  car,  selling  from  $511  to  $973,  has  encouraged  many  to 
abandon  the  motor  cycle  and  side  car  and  expend  their  additional 
capital  in  procuring  one  of  these  runabouts. 

BELFAST. 

By   Consul  Hunter   Sharp. 

The  year  1911  was  for  the  Province  of  Ulster — the  Belfast  consular 
district — a  period  of  uneasiness  and  uncertainty.  The  first  six  months 
were  largely  taken  up  with  internal  political  strife.  Since  the  be- 
ginning of  August  attention  has  been  concentrated  on  the  European 
war.  This  tended  to  create  a  situation  vastly  different  from  that  of 
1913,  so  that  a  just  comparison  between  the  two  years  is  impossible. 

The  Linen  and  Shipbuilding  Industries. 

The  linen  industry,  which  contributes  to  the  prosperity  of  Belfast, 
experienced  some  depression  in  the  early  months  of  the  year.  A 
falling  off  in  the  demand  and  the  accumulation  of  stocks  made  it 
necessary  to  put  the  factories  on  short  time.  When  the  war  broke 
out,  and  after  the  uncertainty  of  the  first  few  da}^s,  there  was  an  ad- 
vance in  prices  owing  to  the  improved  demand  in  the  United  States. 
This  was  caused  partly  by  the  cutting  off  of  the  trade  of  continental 
competitors  and  partly  by  the  recovery  from  a  period  of  unsettle- 
ment  in  that  country. 

Another  feature  of  the  trade  was  in  large  purchases  of  heavy 
makes  of  cloth  for  the  army.  Taking  the  year  as  a  whole,  the  re- 
sult was  not  unsatisfactory. 

In  shipbuilding,  the  next  largest  industry,  the  output  for  the  year 
is  considered  most  gratifying.  Of  the  two  yards,  one  is  credited 
with  a  tonnage  of  156,017,  a  record  which  it  is  claimed  has  never  been 
approached  by  any  other  firm.  The  other  yard  is  placed  fourth 
among  the  shipbuilding  firms  of  the  world,  with  an  aggregate  ton- 
nage of  75,188. 

Local  Employment  Well  Maintained. 

Eeports  of  other  industries  show  that  employment  has  been  well 
maintained  and  that,  with  few  exceptions,  the  year  has  been  a  good 
average  one. 

The  returns  made  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture  for  the  year 
are  satisfactory.  Good  prices  were  realized  for  produce,  the  rates 
for  flax  surpassing  all  previous  records. 

The  statistics  of  new  companies  show  that  Irish  registrations  in 
1914  were  below  the  figures  of  1913  both  as  regards  the  number  of 
companies  and  the  amount  of  capital.  Provisions  and  produce 
formed  the  largest  group,  while  drapery  and  clothing  came  second. 

In  the  building  trade  business  was  somewhat  restricted,  but  the 
slight  decrease  in  general  trade  was  counterbalanced  by  the  War 
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Office  contracts  for  the  erection  of  huts  at  the  different  training 

camps.     An  appreciable  increase  in  the  cost  of  material  has  taken 

place,  which  means  a  large  increase  in  the  cost  of  new  buildings. 

Employment  has  been  good,  the  tendency  being  toward  a  scarcity  of 

labor. 

Cost  of  Living  Increased — Deposits  in  Banks. 

There  has  been  a  very  appreciable  advance  in  the  cost  of  living. 
The  articles  which  showed  the  greatest  increase  over  the  normal 
prices  of  last  July  were:  Sugar,  69  per  cent  increase;  eggs.  62 ;  fish, 
51;  foreign  beef  (thin  Hank),  32;  frozen  mutton  (breast),  28;  house- 
hold flour,  18;  bread,  18;  British  mutton  (breast),  1G;  British  beef 
(thin  flank),  15;  and  tea,  14. 

According  to  the  report  on  banking  of  Ireland  issued  October  28, 
1911,  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and  Technical  Instruction  for 
Ireland,  the  deposits  and  cash  balances  in  joint-stock  banks  amounted 
on  June  30  last,  exclusive  of  £3,021,000  ($11.701. GOT)  Government 
and  other  public  accounts  in  the  Bank  of  Ireland,  to  £6,955,000 
($33,816,508),  being  the  highest  amount  for  June  of  which  there  is 
record,  and  £1.811,000  ($8,813,232)  in  excess  of  that  for  June,  1913. 

Comparing  the  figures  for  June,  1911,  with  those  for  June,  1913, 
there  was  an  increase  of  £271,000  ($1,333,121)  in  deposits  in  savings 
banks  in  Ireland,  an  increase  of  £289,000  ($1,406,119)  in  the  sum  in 
the  Post  Office  Savings  Bank  and  a  decrease  of  £15,000  ($72,998)  in 
the  amount  in  the  trustees'  banks. 

In  June,  1914,  there  was  an  increase  of  £22,000  ($107,063)  in  the 
amount    of    bank-note    circulation    and    an    increase    of    £533,000 
($2,593,845)  in  the  amount  of  coin  held,  as  compared  with  the  corre- 
sponding period  of  1913. 
Banks  in  Excellent  Condition. 

Special  interest  attaches  to  the  action  of  Irish  banks  in  the  critical 
months  since  August.  Every  legitimate  demand  appears  to  have  been 
met,  and  it  is  claimed  that  in  no  case  was  drawing  restricted  to  im- 
mediate requirements.  The  joint-stock  banks  having  their  head 
offices  in  Belfast  are  reported  in  an  exceptionally  strong  position. 
The  proportion  of  cash  to  liabilities  is  given  as  more  than  24  per 
cent  and  of  investments  to  liabilities  more  than  25  per  cent,  or  49 
per  cent  between  cash  and  investments  immediately  available. 

The  average  of  the  bank  rate  for  the  first  half  of  the  year  was  less 
than  3^  per  cent,  and  for  the  second  half  it  was  nearly  4J  per  cent. 
Despite  this  and  the  incidence  of  a  10  per  cent  rate  for  nearly  a 
week,  also  the  fact  that  5  per  cent  ruled  from  August  8  to  the  end  of 
the  year,  the  average  for  the  12  months  was  4.04  per  cent,  as  against 
4.75  per  cent  for  1913  and  3.77  for  1912. 

A  noticeable  feature  in  local  stocks  has  been  the  tenacity  with 
which  holders  have  held  on  to  their  stock  and  their  determination 
not  to  sacrifice  it  at  panic  prices.  Since  the  beginning  of  September 
there  has  been  a  steady  and  growing  demand  for  local  stocks,  but 
the  amount  offering  is  small  and  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  demand. 
Linen  Trade  Holds  First  Place. 

Among  the  industries  of  this  consular  district,  first  place  is  nat- 
urally given  to  the  linen  trade.    In  this,  as  in  the  other  branches  of 
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the  textile  industry  in  the  United  Kingdom,  the  policy  of  short  time 
was  resorted  to  in  the  majority  of  cases  to  prevent  closing  down. 
It  is  claimed  that  for  every  100  people  emploj^ed  in  the  linen  trade 
of  Belfast  in  June,  97  were  at  work  in  August  and  96  in  September 
and  October,  and  the  figures  rose  to  97  in  November,  the  latest  date 
for  which  figures  are  available. 

Individual  earnings,  on  the  other  hand,  fell  from  the  standard  of 
100  in  June  to  81  in  August  and  81  in  September,  and  rose  in  Octo- 
ber and  November  to  82.  The  number  of  people  employed  in  spin- 
ning was  not  reduced  more  than  2  per  cent,  but  their  earnings  had 
fallen  off  by  19  per  cent  in  October.  The  chief  decrease  in  weaving 
came  in  November,  when  7  per  cent  of  the  men  were  out  of  the  in- 
dustiy,  but  whereas  wages  had  fallen  off  by  19  per  cent  in  August, 
matters  had  so  far  improved  that  by  November  the  decrease  had  been 
reduced  to  only  12  per  cent. 

Prices  Rise  Steadily  in  Flax  Market. 

The  flax  market  presented  no  marked  features  during  the  first  six 
months  of  the  year,  but  after  August  1  prices  began  to  rise  steadily. 
Russia  and  Belgium  are  the  two  countries  from  which  supplies  had 
been  chiefly  drawn.  The  closing  of  the  Baltic  ports  and  the  inva- 
sion of  Belgium  by  the  Germans  affected  the  outlook. 

The  Russian  flax  crop,  which,  suffered  from  drought,  was  reported 
as  a  failure.  About  one-fifth  was  water-retted  and  one-third  dew- 
retted.  Reports  from  that  country  indicate  an  active  market,  spin- 
ners buying  freely  the  best  qualities  to  take  the  place  of  Courtrai 
and  Dutch  flaxes.  In  the  Riga  district  the  quantity  of  fiber  available 
was  estimated  at  from  one-quarter  to  one-third  of  last  season's  pro- 
duction. 

The  difficulties  attendant  upon  the  export  of  flax  from  Russia  by 
reason  of  poor  transport  facilities,  high  freight  rates,  and  costly  in- 
surance, together  with  the  shortness  of  the  year's  crop,  reduced  sup- 
plies from  that  country.  As  a  result,  prices  greatly  advanced.  Medium 
quality  flax  sold  July'l  at  $181.28,  and  on  December  31  at  $361.99  per 
ton,  while  tow,  which  brought  $137.70  on  July  1,  sold  for  $330.92  per 
ton  on  December  31. 

Flax  Shipments  from  Belgium  Cease. 

In  Belgium,  where  the  finer  descriptions  of  flax  are  produced,  the 
drought  in  the  spring  and  early  summer  of  1914  was  most  unfavor- 
able to  the  growth  of  the  plant.  Both  the  acreage  cultivated  and  the 
yield  of  flax  per  acre  were  below  the  previous  year.  It  was  thought 
after  the  outbreak  of  hostilities  that  consumers  would  be  able  to  get 
their  flax  supplies  as  usual,  but  this  did  not  prove  to  be  the  case,  and 
toward  the  end  of  November  shipments  from  that  market  practically 
ceased.  Courtrai  flax,  which  was  selling  July  1  at  $310.66,  brought 
on  December  31  $729.98  per  ton. 

In  the  Netherlands  the  acreage  under  flax  in  1911  was  not  more 
than  half  of  that  in  1913.  On  the  other  hand,  the  yield  to  the  acre 
was  much  better. 

Ireland,  which  grows  the  medium  grades  of  flax,  registered  a 
falling  off  in  acreage  from  59,305  to  49,253  acres.  The  yields  of 
fiber  obtained  were  smaller  than  usual  and  the  quality  not  up  to  the 
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average.     Prices  for  Irish  flax  advanced  from  $243.33  on  July  1  to 
3.98  per  ton  December  31;  Irish  tow,  for  the  same  period,  from 
$187.36  to  $350.39  per  ton. 

United  States  Easily  Leads  Foreign  Markets — Linen  Goods  Purchases. 

The  United  States  is,  as  always,  an  easy  first  in  the  foreign  markets, 
taking  more  than  half  of  the  total  exports  of  linen  goods  from  this 
district.  Except  for  the  disturbance  caused  by  the  war,  the  year 
might  be  chronicled  as  a  featureless  one  in  that  market.  Dress  linens, 
plain  and  colored,  were  in  fair  demand.  Damasks  and  other  articles 
that  form  the  class  generally  known  as  housekeeping  goods,  embroid- 
ery lines,  and  handkerchiefs  followed  their  accustomed  course. 

The  outbreak  of  war  caused  some  anxiety  among  buyers  as  to 
whether  fall  deliveries  would  come  forward  as  required  and  there 
Avas  a  rush  to  cover  from  existing  stocks.  It  was,  however,  soon  evi- 
dent that  they  would  get  their  British  goods,  but  that  they  would 
be  short  in  the  bulk  of  their  continental  imports.  This  had  the 
effect  of  causing  a  good  deal  of  extra  demand  for  Irish  goods,  so  that 
a  year  which  would  probably  have  been  a  poor  one  under  normal  con- 
ditions closed  with  an  increase  both  in  yardage  and  in  value  over  the 
figures  of  1013. 

Shipments  to  Canada  showed  a  steady  shrinkage  month  by  month 
until  November,  when  some  special  lines  for  military  purposes  helped 
the  total. 

Australia  has  maintained  its  trade  better  than  any  other  market 
except  the  United  States.  British  South  Africa  marks  a  consider- 
able decline.  The  British  East  Indies,  after  steadily  expanding  its 
trade  for  the  past  five  years,  shows  a  decrease.  There  is  also  a  falling 
off  in  shipments  to  Japan. 

Exports  of  Linen  Piece  Goods  from  United  Kingdom. 

The  board  of  trade  returns  supply  the  following  particulars  with 
regard  to  the  value  of  exports  of  linen  piece  goods  from  the  United 
Kingdom  during  the  past  two  years : 


Countries. 


A  rgentina 

Australia 

Belgium 

Brazil 

British  East  Indies 

British  South  Africa 

Brit;sh  West  Indies  (includ- 
ing Bahamas  and  British 

Guiana)  

■ 

Colombia  and  Panama 

Cuba 

Denmark 


1913 


SI, 035, 995 

2,473.102 

1N2.7M 

853.  52(i 

1,310,582 

457, 091 


112,105 
1,438,615 

280, 174 

1,051.329 

192,200 


$579, 016 

2,323,875 

lis, 319 

412, 000 

1,129,826 

'306,911 


93, 93S 
1,067,861 

185, 526 
870.451 
170, 152 


Countries. 


I">utch  East  Indies. 

Egypt 

France 

Germany 

Italy 

Japan 

Mexico 

Spain  and  Canaries 

Switzerland 

United  States 

Other  countries... 

Total 


1913 


$307,002 
151,660 

274.110 

231,154 

128,738 

102,030 

139,664 

14,841,696 

2,365,513 


29,042,133 


1914 


§271,410 
152,837 

176,046 
510, 710 
192, 798 
174,347 
33,709 
74,569 
104,761 
15.991,480 
1,733,841 


26,675,101 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  value  of  the  exports  of  linen 
piece  £roods  from  the  United  Kingdom : 

Total,  plain,  unbleached  or  bleached,  1913,  $25,138,358;  1914, 
$23,243,012;  total,  checked,  printed,  or  dyed,  and  damasks  or  diapers, 
1913,  $2,G90,G25;  1911,  $2,49G,09G;  sailcloth,  1913,  $1,213,150;  1911, 
$935,993. 
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Of  exports  of  linen  manufactures  other  than  piece  goods  handker- 
chiefs were  valued  at  $3,122,970,  table  linen  (not  in  the  piece)  at 
$2,594,063,  thread  for  sewing  at  $1,588,426,  and  unenumerated  arti- 
cles at  $3,438,387. 

Exports  Invoiced  for  the  United  States  from  Belfast. 

According  to  the  Belfast  Harbor  returns,  the  total  imports  of 
linen  yarns  into  this  port  in  1914  were  7,619  tons,  against  8,165  tons 
in  1913;  and  the  exports  9,027  tons,  as  against  9,791  tons,  showing  a 
difference  of  1,408  tons  in  favor  of  the  exports. 

According  to  consular  invoices,  the  declared  total  value  of  exports 
from  Belfast  to  the  United  States,  exclusive  of  returned  American 
goods,  was  $17,988,051  in  1914,  an  increase  of  $1,883,764  over  1913, 
but  a  decrease  of  $1,677,805  as  compared  with  1912. 

Of  the  total  trade  for  the  year,  linen  manufactures,  which 
amounted  to  $15,603,788,  formed  86  per  cent;  flax  and  tow,  $870,347, 
nearly  5  per  cent;  and  cotton  goods,  $892,825,  about  5  per  cent. 

The  chief  features  in  the  export  trade  to  the  United  States  were 
the  increases  in  shipments  of  woven  flax  articles  not  specially  pro- 
vided for,  amounting  to  $1,769,270;  linen  handkerchiefs,  $441,928; 
cotton  handkerchiefs,  $149,546;  linen  yarns,  $116,338;  and  flax,  in- 
cluding tow,  $192,923.  There  were  exports  of  linen  embroideries 
and  laces  to  the  value  of  $236,970  in  1914,  as  against  none  shown  in 
this  return  for  1913,  the  figures  for  that  year  having  been  included 
with  hemstitched  articles  under  "  Other  linens." 

The  marked  increase  in  exports  of  woven  flax  articles  not  specially 
provided  for  may  largely  be  accounted  for  by  reason  of  a  change  in 
the  method  of  classification. 

The  reduction  in  the  rates  of  duty  under  the  tariff  act  of  October 
3,  1913,  and  the  partial  cutting  off  of  continental  shipments  occa- 
sioned by  the  war  were  important  factors  in  the  matter  of  increasing 
exports  of  linen  goods  to  the  United  States.  Prior  to  the  outbreak 
of  hostilities  British  manufacturers  were  shipping  certain  linens  to 
the  Continent,  where  they  underwent  some  process  of  manufacture, 
and  subsequently  were  exported  to  the  United  States.  This  change 
is  particularly  noticeable  in  the  handkerchief  trade,  and  may  ac- 
count in  part  for  the  very  perceptible  increase  in  shipment  from  this 
consular  district. 

Exports  to  American  Possessions. 

Exports  to  the  Philippine  Islands,  which  consisted  chiefly  of  linen 
piece  goods,  amounted  to  $13,522,  as  against  $12,920  in  1913.  Those 
to  Porto  Eico,  principally  plain  woven  flax  fabrics,  were  valued  at 
$5,575  in  1914,  as  compared  with  $4,763  in  1913. 

There  were  no  certified  invoices  covering  shipments  from  Belfast 
to  Hawaii  or  the  Canal  Zone  in  1914.  There  were  certified  at  this 
consulate  invoices  covering  merchandise  shipped  to  Vera  Cruz  valued 
at  $18,628.    Of  this  total  hackled  flax  amounted  to  $13,622. 

Value  of  Exports  to  United  States. 

The  value  of  the  exports  from  Belfast  to  the  United  States  during 
the  year  ended  December  31, 1914,  compared  with  the  preceding  year, 
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was  as  follows,  according  to  invoices  certified  at  the  American  con- 
sulate : 


Articles. 


Cotton: 

!l  !S'C 

Embroideries 

Handkerchiefs— 

Not  hemmed 

Hemmed     or    hem- 
stitched   

Embroidered 

Cloth 

Manufactures  n.s.p.f,. 

All  other 

Felt 


Flax: 

Not  Hackled. 

Hackled 

Noils 

Tow  of 


Flax,  manufactures  of  (lin- 
ens) (unions  for  1913 
and  first  quarter  1914 
included): 
Embroideries  and  laces. . 

Fabrics,  plain  woven 

Fabrics  not  plain  woven. 


1914 


$74,  721 
(a) 


9S,914 

61,323 
52,810 
78,649 

38,  S92 


669,596 

7,828 


7,023,900 
3,611,235 


1,178 

67, 502 
109, 780 

273,479 

171,710 
33,511 
43, 588 


f      55,147 

783,229 

[      27, 505 

4,000 


236, 970 
6,718,670 
2,874,235 


Articles. 


19P 


Flax,  mnnufacturcs  of— Con. 
Handkerchiefs: 

Not    h  emmed  or   1 

hemmed  only Ui  mo  no; 

Hemstitched..    fSl,C02,0S5 

Embroidered 

Thread 

Woven  flax  articles,  n. 

s.  p.  f 

Yams: 

Not  finer  than  8  lea. 

Finer  than  8  lea  and 

not  finer  than  SO. . 

Finer  than  SO 

All  other 

Fusel  oil 

Ginger  ale 

Grass  seed 

Machinery 

Nursery  stock 

Paper  stock 

Preserves 

Whisky 

Miscellaneous 


Total. 


167,916 
1,437,371 


242, 085 

370, 072 
20, 885 
04,134 
37.120 
82,366 
22, 690 
61  ,6  I  I 
8,071 

198,052 
63,922 


10,104,2S7 


$03,023 

645,349 

1,335,041 

164,863 
3,206,641 

25,056 
278,013 
55,354 


4,994 
48,563 
49, 762 
21,334 
22,141 
10S.279 
7,129 
144,551 
170, 723 


17,988,051 


a  Included  in  "All  other.'? 
largest  Shipbuilding  Output  in  History  of  Port. 

Notwithstanding  the  temporary  dislocation  caused  by  the  war  in 
August,  the  tonnage  output  in  shipbuilding  for  1914  is  the  largest  in 
the  history  of  the  port.  The  total  for  the  two  yards  is  231,235  tons, 
which  is  46,627  tons  greater  than  the  output  for  1911,  the  record  year 
hitherto.  This  enormous  output  was  foreshadowed  a  year  ago,  as  the 
launch  total  for  1913  was  below  the  normal  capacity  ow7ing  to  large 
vessels  on  the  stocks  which  have  come  into  the  total  for  1914. 

The  outstanding  feature  for  the  year  is  the  huge  output  in  tonnage 
of  Messrs.  Harland  &  Wolff  (Ltd)  constituting  a  record  said  never  to 
have  been  equaled  by  any  firm  throughout  the  world.  Included  in 
this  firm's  tonnage  are  the  White  Star  liner  Britannic,  50.000  tons; 
the  Holland-America  Sfafcndam,  33,000  tons;  and  the  Red  Star 
Beh/enland,  27,000  tons. 

The  output  of  marine  machinery  for  1914  reached  a  total  of  186,390 
horsepower,  which  is  a  considerable  advance  upon  any  previous 
figures  for  this  port.  The  machinery  constructed  consisted  largely 
of  Parson's  turbines  for  the  combination  sets  fitted  in  the  large  steam- 
ers launched.  Vessels  built  in  Messrs.  Harland  &  Wolff  (Ltd.) ,  Clyde 
Yard,  are  engined  in  Belfast,  excepting  motor  ships  with  Diesel  en- 
gines. 

Greatly  Increased  Gas  Production. 

The  maximum  producing  capacity  of  the  gas  plant  at  Belfast  is 
14,640,000  cubic  feet  in  24  hours,  and  when  the  scheme  which  has 
been  approved  by  the  corporation  is  completed,  the  manufacturing 
power  will  be  22,500,000  cubic  feet  a  day.  The  scheme  is  being  car- 
ried out  in  four  sections,  the  first  of  which  was  completed  twoyears 
ago.    The  corporation  has  recently  bought  a  quantity  of  ground  with 
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the  object  of  enabling  it  to  deal  with  the  residual  products,  of  the  gas 
works,  and  it  is  expected  that  this  new  enterprise  will  result  in  an 
addition  to  the  profits  now  being  earned. 

It  has  been  decided  to  substitute  vertical  retorts  for  the  existing 
carbonizing  plant;  to  abolish  two  of  the  old  gas  holders;  to  double 
the  capacity  of  three  others;  and  to  obtain  a  modern  coal  and  coke 
handling  plant. 

Some  of  the  thoroughfares  are  lighted  by  electricity,  but  gas  is 
predominant  in  this  respect,  and  the  utilization  of  the  inverted 
burner  has  increased  its  popularity.  The  widespread  use  of  cooking 
stoves  has  tended  not  only  to  maintain  but  to  increase  the  output  of 
the  gas  works. 

Plans  for  the  proposed  new  reservoir  to  increase  the  water  supply 
have  been  prepared,  and  it  is  probable  that  the  contract  will  be 
placed  during  1915.  This  reservoir  will  have  a  storage  capacity  of 
3,000  million  gallons,  or  475  million  gallons  more  than  the  whole  of 
the  existing  reservoirs,  and  the  estimated  cost  is  about  $1,459,950. 

Valuable  Equipment  Frovided. 

A  120-ton  electric  derrick  crane,  the  contract  for  which  was  made 
in  May,  1913,  was  at  the  close  of  1914  approaching  completion.  Prepa- 
rations were  at  that  time  being  made  for  carving  out  the  stipulated 
contract  test  to  make  the  crane  available.  The  total  cost  of  the 
crane  and  foundations  is  given  as  about  $102,197. 

A  contract  was  entered  into  in  May,  1913,  for  the  supply  and 
erection  of  four  5-ton  electric  gantry  cranes  on  the  County  Down 
side  of  the  harbor.  This  work  cost  about  $48,085,  and  its  early  com- 
pletion was  expected. 

A  turntable,  26  feet  in  diameter  and  Capable  of  carrying  a  load  of 
60  tons,  for  use  in  connection  with  the  working  of  the  electric  cranes, 
has  been  made  and  tested  with  satisfactory  results. 

The  electric  cables  to  convey  current  from  the  city  corporation 
main  to  the  new  120-ton  electric  crane  have  been  delivered  and  laid. 
The  contract  which  was  entered  into  in  October,  1913,  for  certain 
dredging  work  in  the  harbor  was  satisfactorily  completed  in  July. 
This  included  the  formation  of  a  fitting-out  basin  on  the  County 
Down  side  of  the  harbor  at  a  cost  of  $174,469,  the  deepening  of  an 
embayment  of  the  channel  for  the  turning  basin  on  the  County  An- 
trim side  at  a  cost  of  $10,974,  and  the  cutting  of  a  channel  200  feet 
in  width  to  a  depth  of  23  feet  at  ordinary  low  water  in  the  Victoria 
Channel. 

Agricultural  Conditions. 

The  returns  made  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture  for  1914  may 
be  looked  upon  as  satisfactory.  Owing  to  the  early  and  satisfactory 
character  of  the  harvest  a  good  opportunity  was  afforded  for  the 
sowing  of  catch  crops  as  well  as  for  the  autumn  cultivation  of  stubble 
land. 

In  the  Province  of  Ulster  the  year's  area  under  wheat  increased  by 
2,125  acres,  while  that  under  oats  and  barley  showed  a  falling  off  in 
acres  of  13,783  and  249,  respectively,  as  compared  with  the  previous 
year. 
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The  total  estimated  yield  of  wheat  in  1014  was  15S.7S3  hundred- 
weight, an  increase  of  41,848  as  compared  with  1913;  of  oats.  7,745,- 
5GG  hundredweight,  a  decrease  of  39*8,577;  and  of  barley.  82,164  hun- 
dredweight, a  decrease  of  7,311. 

The  1014  flax  crop  in  this  Province  was  estimated  at  1,285,382 
stones  (of  14  pounds),  or  98.8  per  cent  of  the  total  production  for  all 
Ireland,  as  against  1,996,543  stones  in  1913,  a  decrease  of  711. 161, 
while  the  area  showed  a  falling  oil'  ol  9.830  acres.  The  average  pro- 
duction of  fiber  works  out  at  26.4  stones  per  statute  acre,  as  against 
34.1  stones  in  1913,  and  was  6  stones  below  the  average  of  32.4  stones 
for  the  10  years  1904  to  1913.  Though  the  yield  of  fiber  was  smaller 
than  usual,  record  prices  were  obtained. 

Decrease  in  Yield  of  Potato  Crop. 

The  average  yield  of  the  Ulster  potato  crop  in  1914  is  estimated  at 
G.4  tons  per  statute  acre,  as  against  7.2  tons  in  1913.  The  acreage  of 
the  crop  in  1914  amounted  to  245,045,  as  against  242,318  acres  in  1913, 
an  increase  of  2,727  acres. 

The  total  yield  of  the  crop  in  1914  is  estimated  at  1,558,738  tons, 
or  45  per  cent  of  all  grown  in  Ireland,  as  against  1,740,025  tons  in 
1913,  a  decrease  of  181,287  tons. 

The  1914  root  crops  show  a  falling  off  both  in  yield  and  acreage 
compared  with  1913 — turnips  amounting  to  1,358,926  tons,  a  decrease 
of  161,731  tons;  mangels  totaling  71,751  tons,  a  decrease  of  6,848  tons. 

There  were  more  horses,  but  fewer  cattle,  sheep,  and  pigs,  sold  in 
1914  than  the  previous  year.  The  war  naturally  increased  the  de- 
mand for  horses,  and  farmers  having  them  for  sale  realized  good 
prices.  Values  for  both  fat  and  store  cattle  were  good  and  the 
demand  brisk,  owing  to  activity  in  the  shipping  trade.  Forward 
stores  of  two  and  a  half  to  three  years  old  were  in  special  demand 
and  gave  good  returns  to  stock  owners.  Bullocks  in  good  condition 
brought  high  prices,  and  they  were  in  better  demand  than  heifers. 
Sheep  were  scarce  and  mutton  sold  well.  Prices  for  breeding  sheep 
Were  from  $1.95  to  $2.43  over  last  year's  rates.  Store  sheep  also 
brought  high  prices,  with  the  result  that  stocking  of  land  in  some 
districts  has  been  somewhat  checked. 

Shortage  of  Dairy  Cattle— Pig  Breeding. 

In  some  districts  a  marked  shortage  of  dairy  cattle  is  reported. 
Springers  and  ncw-calved  cows  were  in  good  demand  and  brought 
good  prices  at  markets.  Pork  still  continues  to  fetch  good  prices, 
current  rates  in  Ulster  markets  ranging  up  to  $14.60  a  hundred- 
weight (dead  weight)  ;  young  pigs  from  $5.47  to  $7.30  each. 

An  expert  witness,  who  was  examined  at  an  inquiry  into  the  state 
of  Irish  pig  breeding,  stated  that  pork  would  probably  reach  $18.25 
a  hundredweight  before  next  September,  and  that  the  price  would 
continue  to  be  high  for  some  time.  Moreover,  other  countries  will 
not  be  able  to  continue  supplying  the  United  Kingdom,  consequently 
there  was  offered  a  golden  opportunity  for  the  Irish  farmer,  even 
with  the  cost  of  feeding  greater  than  heretofore. 
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Value  of  Fish  on  Irish  Coasts. 


The  following  table  shows  the  total  value  of  fish  landed  on  Irish 
coasts  during  the  calendar  years  1013  and  1914: 


Kinds  of  fish. 


Brill 

Soles 

Turbot ... 
Cod 

Conger  eel 
Haddock . 

Hake 

Herrings  . 

Ling 

Mackerel  . 
Plaice 


1913 

1914 

$4,638 
41,652 

$5,012 
36, 231 

12,064 
76, 44S 
18,556 

12,079 
'79,528 
15,860 

32, 567 

14,940 

30,260 
756,563 
26,630 

25, 306 
456,687 
11,110 

213,698 

281,264 

58, 184 

63,084 

Kinds  of  fish. 


Ray  or  skate  .. 

Sprats 

Whiting 

Other  fish 

Crabs 

Lobsters 

Mussels 

Oysters 

Other  shell  fish 

Total.... 


$16,6S2 

1,041 

26,668 

51 , 565 

5,110 

101,228 

10,336 

5,966 

17,622 


1,507,481 


$10, 45 J 

457 

33,876 

40,144 

3,917 

66, 788 

6,215 

5, 154 

13,003 


1,187,114 


Shipping  at  Belfast  Harbor. 

Notwithstanding  the  abnormal  state  of  affairs  which  obtained 
during  the  latter  half  of  1914,  owing  to  the  European  war.  the 
Belfast  Harbor  returns  for  the  year  show  a  gross  revenue,  exclusive 
of  pilotage,  of  $880,227,  and  a  net  surplus  revenue  of  $95,884. 

The  total  registered  tonnage  of  vessels  cleared  during  the  year 
was  3,405,396  and  constituted  a  fresh  record  for  the  port,  being 
195,862  tons  in  excess  of  the  previous  year.  Vessels  constructed  in 
the  local  shipbuilding  yards  that  cleared  during  1914  measured 
98,018  tons  gross  and  61,824  tons  net. 

A  revised  schedule  of  dues  and  charges  on  vessels  was  brought 
into  operation  on  November  1,  the  principal  changes  being  a  reduc- 
tion of  1  cent  a  ton  on  vessels  arriving  from  ports  in  Great  Britain, 
and  an  increase  of  1  cent  a  ton:  on  vessels  from  foreign  ports. 

In  the  record  for  1914  there  were  242  vessels  registered  at  the 
port  of  Belfast,  with  a  net  register  tonnage  of  349,542. 

Greatest  Demand  for  Tonnage. 

Never  in  the  annals  of  shipping  was  there  a  greater  demand  for 
tonnage,  with  higher  freights,  than  in  1914.  At  the  time  of  grain 
shipments  from  Argentina,  in  January  and  February,  1915,  the  quo- 
tations advanced  to  $10.58  a  ton,  Argentina  to  the  United  Kingdom 
only,  or  $12.16  with  the  option  of  discharging  at  Mediterranean 
ports.  In  normal  times  these  rates  are  from  $2.43  to  $2.92  a  ton. 
The  remarkable  figure  of  $15.32  a  ton  has  been  reported  as  having 
been  paid  for  a  shipment  of  grain  from  Argentina  to  the  United 
Kingdom,  with  Rotterdam  option. 

Although  vessels  are  coming  through  the  Panama  Canal,  Pacific 
rates  show  an  increase  of  over  $4.87,  as  compared  with  rates  for 
cargoes  prior  to  the  war.  From  New  York  grain  freights  rose  to 
$1.34  a  quarter  (480  pounds)  for  small  shipments  by  regular  liners, 
and  $1.70  for  cargoes,  as  against  $0.16  to  $0.24  for  small  shipments 
and  $0.37  to  $0.49  for  cargoes  before  the  war. 

The  total  number  of  vessels  arriving  at  the  port  of  Belfast  in  1914 
was  8,910,  of  which  8,547  were  coastwise  and  363  foreign.  The  total 
tonnage  was:  Cross-channel  and  coastwise,  2,814,983,  an  increase  of 
374,942 ;  foreign,  515,137,  a  decrease  of  54,460. 
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Shipping  Arrivals  at  Belfast. 

The  shipping  arrivals  at  Belfast  from  foreign  ports  with"  cargoes 
during  1014  numbered  351,  and  by  nationality  of  vessels  were:  Brit- 
ish. 318;  Norwegian,  11;  Swedish,  6;  Danish,  6;  Russian.  3;  French, 
2;  Spanish.  2;  German,  '2:  and  Belgian,  1. 

The  cargoes  brought  by  the-.1  vessels  were:  Sundry  or  general, 
217;  breadstuff's  (including  wheat,  maize, barley,  rye.  Hour,  oats,  etc.), 
82;  timber  (including  deals,  boards,  teakwood,  pitch  pine,  etc.),  29; 
petroleum,  11;  phosphate,  1;  sulphur  ore,  3;  pyrites,  2;  tar  and 
pitch,  1:  carbide  of  calcium.  1;  and  hemp,  1. 

Two  important  works  at  this  port  in  connection  with  the  railway 
traffic  have  now  been  practically  completed — the  new  depot,  which 
will  be  of  the  greatest  service  for  the  efficient  handling  of  freight, 
and  the  cattle  station,  which,  from  its  close  proximity  to  the  steamer 
berths,  will  expedite  the  inspection  and  handling  of  the  great  num- 
bers of  cattle  exported  every  year  to  England  and  Scotland. 

In  Belfast  the  embargo  upon  shipping  entering  or  leaving  the  port 
during  prohibited  hours,  coupled  with  the  shortage  of  labor  at  both 
loading  and  discharging  ports,  has  greatly  curtailed  imports.  Ac- 
cording to  the  harbor  returns,  the  imports  into  Belfast  in  1014 
amounted  to  1,255,537  tons,  a  falling  off  of  98,517  tons  as  compared 
with  1913. 

Proposed  Electrical  Extensions. 

The  question  of  making  provision  to  meet  the  rapidly  expanding 
business  of  the  electricity  department  in  Belfast  has  occupied  the 
attention  of  the  corporation  since  earty  in  1911,  when  the  engineer 
presented  his  first  report  on  the  matter.  The  project  of  building 
additional  electrical  works  to  supplement  those  now  existing  has  re- 
ceived very  close  consideration.  The  decision  to  proceed  with  the 
new  works  was,  unfortunately,  rendered  impracticable  for  financial 
reasons,  owing  to  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  and  temporary  measures 
are  under  consideration  for  meeting  actual  requirements. 

Foreign  Trade  of  Belfast — Principal  Imports. 

The  returns  of  the  foreign  trade  of  Belfast  issued  by  the  harbor 
commissioners  make  no  distinction  between  goods  coming  from  or 
going  to  English  and  Scottish  ports  and  those  from  or  to  foreign 
countries.  Moreover,  the  returns  give  onhT  the  quantities  in  tons  or 
loads  without  values. 

The  following  table  shows  the  principal  imports  into  Belfast  in 
1913  and  1014  in  tons  of  2,240  pounds: 


Articles. 


Beverages: 

Ale  and  beer 

Porter 

Whisky 

Boots  and  shoes 

Carriage  :: 

Four-wheeled 

Two-wheeled 

Motor 

Cement  ..; 

Chemicals,  drags,  etc.: 

Acid 

Bleaching  powder 

Chemicals  and  dru 

Oil,  paraffin  and  1 1 

Oil,  other 


1913 

1914 

Tons. 

Fons. 

7,961 

9,220 

6,022 

7,207 

L.C25 

1.71'. 

3,131 

3,  (MO 

103 

19 

416 

59 

1,088 

1,148 

39, 573 

31,923 

■  05 

7is 

4,076 

3,710 

1 .  878 

2,41" 

34,058 

1      10, 3G9 

9,827  1 

Articles. 


Chemicals,  drugs,  etc. — Con. 

Paints 

Soda 

Soda  ash 

Coal.  coke,  etc: 

Charcoal 

Coal 

Coke 

Confectionery 

Earthenware,  glass,  etc: 

Bottles 

Glass 

Slates 

Fertilizers: 

Nitrate  of  soda 

Phosphate  rock 


1913 


Tons. 
3,087 
5,  189 

4,458 

68 

35-1,054 
13,209 

13,218 
3,  772 
7,648 

1,418 
13,627 


Tons. 
3,000 
4;  538 

4,  258 

328 
1,255,537 

11,451 
4,156 

12,862 
2,688 

5, 778 

1,392 
18,560 
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Articles 

1913 

1914 

Articles. 

1913 

1914 

Fruits  and  vegetables: 

Tom. 
4, 388 
2,720 
5,863 
4,221 
6,322 

28, 412 

16,622 

9,089 

6,515 

10,624 

106. 823 

297, 984 

10,114 

7,301 

15,839 

80, 712 

1,  US 

1,427 

3,021 

2,975 
2,993 

868 
90S 

2,087 
10, 898 

1,031 

5,703 
13,257 

2,675 
14,418 

4,294 
29. 560 
65,28S 
39, 538 

Tons. 
2,786 
3,036 
6,055 
3,891 
5,284 

21,667 

17,983 

8,181 

5,130 

9,251 

99,077 

259. 164 

9,325 

9,276 

12, 32i) 

75,53! 

1,335 

1,355 

2,665 
1,814 
2, 765 

510 
821 
2,042 
12,202 
1,387 
5,517 
13,451 
2, 755 
13,117 
4,722 
24.602  | 
54,033  ] 
31,263 
i 

1'ons. 
16, 756 

302 
2, 055 
1,130 
1,171 

15,652 
3,  765 

37,381 

757 

4,493 

18, 089 
15, 859 
39, 406 
14,342 
5,237 
4,809 
559 
2,201 

4,363 

8, 105 

084 

a  Loads. 

8,407 

100, 451 

Tons. 
14, 462 
97S 

Loads. 

36,148 

1,356 

Tons. 
16,031 

Seeds: 

Clover 

Green  and  preserve  :1 

261 

Flax 

2,752 

1,226 

Other 

1,763 

Barley  (unmanufactured) 

Sheep 

13,534 

3,2S2 

35,211 

Tobacco,  manufactured 

Tobacco,  unmanufactured 

Textile  materials  and  manu- 
factures of: 

756 

5,451 

Flour 

16,110 

Oats  . 

14,950 

Rye                      

Flax 

35, 964 

Wheat 

15, 598 

4,870 

Tow 

f  J52 

Meats: 

Wool 

093 

1,717 

Boef  

Yarns: 

3,521 

7,020 
710 

Wood  and  manufactures  of: 

Bolts 

Loads. 

10,548 

Deals 

66, 8S2 

Machines  and  machinery. 

Tons. 
14, 255 

2,544 

Timber 

Steel 

Loads. 
37,615 

1,768 

a  A  load  of  square  timber  is  50  cubic  feet;  unhewn,  40  cubic  feet;  inch  planks,  000  superficial  feet. 


Belfast's  Principal  Exports. 

The  principal  exports  from  Belfast  to  all  countries  during  1913 
and  1914  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 

1913 

1914 

Articles. 

1913 

1914. 

Tons. 

12,538 
1,310 
8,722 
2,092 
2, 59S 
1,964 
2,870 

Number. 
212, 587 

Tons. 

20,198 
2,316 
8,395 
8,862 
2, 051 
1,113 

18, 855 

14, 139 

16,  583 
5,672 

19, 939 
3, 692 

12, 869 
3,276 
8,769 
121 
388 
3,185 

Tons. 

10,013 
2,578 
9,308 
3,579 
1,465 
1,745 
3,051 

Number. 
151,43" 

To~is. 

16,376 

1,875 

9,259 

7.419 

1,996 

359 

13, 490 

14,433 

17, 350 

7,822 

19,  454 

4, 355 

11,055 

2, 959 

5,377 

177 

726 

2,898 

Number. 
8,542 

Tons. 

62, 749 

2, 451 

45,603 

31,619 

1,486 

£7,476 

14,504 

8,398 

1.S35 

3,913 

2,690 

Number. 
5,730 

Tons. 
2,  587 
1,363 

10,054 

Number. 
13, 091 

Tons. 
2,977 
1,857 

64, 033 

Number. 
8,303 

Ale  and  beer 

Tons. 

Barley,  unmanufactured 

Biscuits 

69, 454 

Iron  castings 

Iron  ore 

2,113 

Bran 

31,102 

19, 806 

1,703 

58, 996 

Cattle 

Machinery  and  machines 

9,761 

9, 096 

Meal 

2, 713 

Coala 

4, 060 

3,400 

Cordage,  new 

Cottons 

Number. 

2,101 

Cottonseed  meal 

Oats  ...                        

Cotton,  raw  a 

Tons. 

Eggs 

3, 188 

Empty  boxes 

Feeding  meal 

Oil,  paraffin,  and  petroleum.. 

2,  352 
8,903 

Felt 

Pigs 

Flax 

Number. 

Flour 

6,269 

Pitch 

Hay 

Tons. 

2,517 

Herrings,  salt 

Pork 

1,323 

99, 822 

a  Reexported. 
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Arlicles. 

1913 

1914 

1 
Tons. 

2,758 
2,449 
8,760 

3,934 
li,  34 ) 
8,  007 
18,988 

Number. 
20, 723 

Tons. 
1,873 

Articles. 

1C13 

1914 

Tons. 
3,00^ 
2,316 
6,813 
3,893 
5,080 
7,630 

10,665 

Number. 
17,330 

Tons. 
1,902 

Timber 

Loads. 
9,110 
352 

Tons. 

4,491 
10, 304 

8,103 
24, 920 

9,791 

3,448 

Lnqds. 
10, 173 

305 

Tobacco,  manufactured 

Wasto,  Hax,  hemp,  and  tow  . 
Wheit  

Salt,  crushed 

4,  775 
9,642 
2:  147 

Whiskv 

2  5,603 
9,027 

4,037 

Thread 

Opportunities  in  Cotton  Underwear. 

Cotton  underwear  and  cotton  hosiery  of  origin  which  is  now  bel- 
ligerent were  brought  into  Belfast  in  large  quantities  previous  to  the 
outbreak  of  the  war.  These  included,  in  fleeced  goods,  men's  cotton 
shirts  and  trousers,  women's  knickers,  women's  combinations,  and 
children's  combinations;  in  knitted  goods,  women's  vests  and  bcrvs' 
jerseys;  brown  cotton  shirts;  women's  and  men's  hose. 

Although  one  American  firm,  selling  through  an  agency  in  Eng- 
land has  hitherto  secured  a  fair  share  of  this  trade,  the  bulk  of  it 
has  gone  to  continental  manufacturers,  with  whom  other  makers 
could  not  successfully  compete  in  point  of  price.  None  of  these 
goods,  however,  were  imported  direct  to  Belfast  from  foreign  coun- 
tries. With  the  cessation  of  shipments  from  the  belligerent  country, 
local  dealers  turned  to  the  United  States  as  the  only  available  source 
of  supply.  Their  inquiries  in  that  market  during  the  latter  half  of 
1914  did  not  meet  with  the  success  that  might  have  been  anticipated, 
but  there  are  indications  that  better  results  will  follow. 

Now  that  continental  manufacturers  are  unable  to  supply  firms 
from  whom  they  formerly  received  orders  for  plate,  sheet,  and  other 
articles  of  glass,  American  manufacturers  can  look  for  an  extension 
of*  trade,  but  this  can  be  accomplished  only  by  perseverance  and  a 
close  study  of  the  requirements  of  the  markets.  Austria  and  Ger- 
many have  been  keen  competitors  in  this  class  of  goods  in  the 
markets  of  the  world,  their  combined  annual  exports  being  approxi- 
mately $3,615,810.  The  United  Kingdom  is  one  of  the  largest  mark- 
ets for  German  plate  and  sheet  glass,  the  value  imported  in  1912, 
the  latest  year  for  which  figures  are  available,  being  $332,139. 

American  Goods  from  Across  Channel. 

Imports  into  Belfast,  with  the  exception  of  shipments  in  bulk,  are 
generally  made  through  branch  houses  or  general  agencies  in  Eng- 
lish or  Scotch  centers.  Most  classes  of  American  goods  sold  here  are 
supplied  to  local  dealers  from  stocks  kept  in  these  cross-channel  cen- 
ters. 

Owing  to  the  comparatively  small  quantities  in  which  purchases 
are  usually  made,  Belfast  firms  consider  it  to  their  advantage  to  buy 
in  this  way  rather  than  to  import  direct  from  the  United  States,  as 
they  procure  quicker  deliveries  and  better  credit  terms.  In  many 
lines  of  trade  they  can  purchase  on  what  is  practically  an  open 
credit,  getting  a  discount  ranging  from  2£  to  5  per  cent  for  cash  in 
30  days. 
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Among  the  principal  American  articles  which  have  hitherto  en- 
joyed a  good  sale  in  Belfast,  though  few  direct  importations  of  them 
have  been  made,  are  agricultural  implements  and  machinery,  drugs, 
canned  and  fresh  friuts,  hardware,  tinned  meats,  typewriters,  adding 
machines  and  cash  registers,  motor  cars  and  motorcycles,  musical 
instruments,  canned  vegetables,  and  underwear. 

The  principal  articles  which  have  been  imported  direct  to  Belfast 
from  the  United  States  are  grains,  flour,  meals,  lumber,  and  phos- 
phate rock.  During  the  latter  part  of  1914,  following  the  outbreak 
of  the  war,  the  curtailment  of  shipments  from  the  Continent  and 
the  shortage  of  stocks  in  England,  of  various  commodities,  caused 
many  dealers  to  turn  to  the  United  States  for  their  supplies.  Exces- 
sive freight  rates,  however,  and  the  refusal  of  many  American  ex- 
porters to  quote  other  than  f.  o.  b.  in  the  United  States,  haA^e  re- 
stricted importations  from  that  country. 

After  the  outbreak  of  the  war  local  leather  dealers  bought  con- 
siderable quantities  of  willow-calf,  box-calf,  dull-chrome,  and  sole 
leather  of  American  origin,  the  purchases  in  most  instances  being 
made  through  London  agents.  So  long  as  continental  supplies  are 
curtailed,  this  demand  is  expected  to  continue.  The  American  leather 
is  being  largely  used  by  Belfast  manufacturers  in  making  boots  for 
the  Army. 

War  Affects  Timber  Supply. 

The  imports  of  log  timber  for  1914,  as  shown  by  the  return  of  the 
sworn  timber  measures  of  the  port,  indicate  a  total  of  821,887  cubic 
feet,  being  a  falling  off  of  99,306  cubic  feet  as  compared  with  the 
previous  year,  which  was  the  lowest  record  since  1909.  This  drop 
was  mainly  in  teak  and  pitch  pine;  yellow  pine  and  Riga  timber 
showing  considerable  increases  in  comparison  with  the  preceding 
year.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  war  Riga  and  Petrograd  were  imme- 
diately eliminated  as  shipping  ports,  which  greatly  affected  Belfast 
importers,  large  quantities  of  timber  being  ordinarily  carried  from 
the  former  port.  Moreover,  the  addition  of  timber  to  the  list  of 
articles  scheduled  as  contraband  of  war  had  the  effect  of  practically 
shutting  off  the  main  Swedish  supplies  from  the  Baltic.  Owing 
to  the  increased  demand  for  tonnage,  freights  rose  to  record  figures, 
and  it  became  almost  impossible  to  charter  for  wood  shipments. 

During  the  early  months  of  the  year  prices  were  low,  providing 
only  a  small  margin  over  cost  for  local  importers;  but  later,  owing 
to  increased  consumption  of  timber  caused  by  work  in  connection 
with  the  war,  values  advanced.  At  the  close  of  the  year  prices  for 
spruce  deals,  flooring,  and  sheeting  stood  at  figures  far  above  those 
which  had  ever  been  entertained.  Packing-case  makers  were  some- 
what affected  by  reason  of  the  high  prices  ruling  for  their  materials. 

Electrical  engineering  generally  was  slack  during  the  earlier  part 
of  the  year,  but  since  the  outbreak  of  hostilities  Government  work 
has  made  firms  exceptionally  busy,  especially  in  connection  with  the 
numerous  army  camps,  installations  for  which  have  had  to  be  pro- 
vided. Some  of  the  business  houses  engaged  on  army  contracts  have 
also  required  additional  electric  installations,  but  the  uncertainty  of 
general  trade  and  the  slackness  of  the  building  industry  have  held  up 
many  other  orders. 
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There  is  a  strong  feeling  in  Belfast  that  if  the  current  was  sup- 
plied at  a  cheaper  rate  than  at  present  figures  there  would  be  a  very 
much  larger  use  of  electricity  both  for  lighting  and  power. 

Changes  in  Electric  Lighting. 

An  improvement  introduced  during  the  year  is  likely  to  have  a 
beneficial  effect  upon  the  demand  for  electric  installations.  This  is 
the  "  half-watt :'  lamp,  which  reduces  the  current  consumed  per 
Dandlepower  by  one-half.  They  were  made  largely  in  Germany,  but 
English  firms  have  taken  up  their  manufacture,  and  although  the 
supply  is  small  it  is  hoped  that  it  will  increase.  They  have  been 
made  in  high  candlepowers,  but  it  is  thought  that  in  time  manufac- 
turers will  be  able  to  make  them  in  sizes  suitable  for  all  purposes. 
This  invention  is  likely  to  have  considerable  effect  on  the  trade. 

During  the  yenv  there  was  an  unprecedented  demand  for  electric 
portables,  such  as  pocket  lamps.  These  are  said  to  be  largely  used  by 
the  Ko}Tal  Army  Medical  Corps  when  searching  for  wounded.  Many 
cheap  electrical  accessories,  such  as  lamp  holders  and  shades,  sold  in 
this  country  were  made  in  Germany  and  Austria,  but  it  is  thought 
that  British  manufacturers  will  devote  their  attention  to  the  making 
of  these  articles  in  the  future. 
Poor  Year  for  Mine  Owners  and  Merchants. 

The  year  1914  was  not  a  very  satisfactory  one  for  either  coal-mine 
owners  or  merchants.  During  the  first  six  months  there  was  a  grad- 
ual decline  in  activity  in  all  works  requiring  coal.  At  most  of  the 
shipping  ports  there  was  a  decreased  volume  of  trade  and  collieries 
were  compelled  to  close  down  a  part  of  each  week. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  second  half  of  the  year  the  fear  of  a 
stoppage  in  Scotland  over  the  wage  question,  and  incidentally  the 
four-days-a-week  dispute,  had  a  direct  influence  on  the  demand,  and 
with  the  outbreak  of  the  Avar  the  general  conditions  were  consider- 
ably disturbed.  The  feeling  of  uncertainty  regarding  the  future,  the 
dislocation  of  railway  traffic,  the  commandeering  of  horses  and  vehi- 
cles, the  shortage  in  tonnage,  the  response  to  the  call  to  the  colors  by 
men  connected  with  collieries — being  in  December  13.9  per  cent  of 
those  employed  in  July — all  combined  seriously  to  interfere  with 
business. 

Trade  generally  was  quiet  until  December,  when  with  an  improve- 
ment in  several  manufacturing  lines  and  a  spell  of  cold  weather  the 
demand  for  coal  became  exceedingly  brisk  and  prices  went  up  with  a 
bound,  the  local  retail  rates  advancing  73  cents  a  ton  within  a  period 
of  10  days. 

It  is  stated  that  owing  to  the  restricted  output  of  coal  contractors 
were  obliged  to  seek  concessions  from  their  clientele  in  regard  to 
deliveries. 

LONDONDERRY. 

By  Consular  Agent  Pliilin  O'Hasan. 

The  chief  industries  of  Londonderry  are  still  the  manufacture  of 
shirts,  collars,  corsets,  and  women's  underclothing.  The  number  of 
factories  engaged  and  the  number  of  hands  employed  arc  about  the 
same  as  for  the  past  two  years.  During  1914  the  local  manufacture 
of  socks  and  stockings  was  well  maintained,  and  a  substantial  fac- 
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tory,  employing  about  150  female  operatives,  lias  been  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  hosiery,  being  largely  employed  during  the  year 
in  turning  out  large  quantities  of  socks  for  army  purposes.  The 
Londonderry  shirt  factories  are  also  making  shirts  for  the  troops, 
but  exact  statistics  are  not  available  as  to  the  output  of  shirts  or 
hose  for  army  purposes. 

It  is  believed  that  if  it  were  not  for  these  army  contracts  the  local 
factories  "would  have  experienced  poor  business  in  these  branches. 

The  following  is  a  comparative  statement  of  the  exports  from 
Londonderry  to  the  United  States  for  the  years  1913  and  1914, 
according  to  invoices  filed  at  the  American  consular  agency : 


Articles. 

1913 

1914 

Articles. 

1913 

1914 

S4, 010 
195 

Pickled  FDrats 

$214 

S16S 

450 

10,623 

10S,  665 

1,275 

Pictorial  'post  cards 

1328 
1,866 

1,483 

2,109 

2,217 

182,093 
728 

Total 

124,  S58 

191,560 

These  goods  were  all  sent  to  the  United  States  proper,  and  no  part 
of  them  went  to  Porto  Eico  or  the  Philippine  Islands. 

Trans-Atlantic  Trade  Stopped. 

The  trans- Atlantic  shipping  trade,  so  far  as  the  port  of  London- 
derry is  concerned,  was  completely  stopped  by  the  war  from  October 
17,  1914.  Up  to  that  date  the  Anchor  Line  had  a  steamer  leaving 
Londonderry  every  Saturday  for  New  York  and  the  Allan  Line  had 
a  steamer  leaving  every  alternate  week  for  Boston,  Mass.  There  had 
been  corresponding  weekly  and  fortnightly  arrivals  from  New  York 
and  Boston,  respectively,  but  it  is  believed  that  the  frequency  with 
which  disasters  occurred  through  mines  having  been  laid  in  the  wa- 
ters off  the  north  and  northwest  coasts  of  Ireland  induced  the  Anchor 
and  Allan  Lines  of  steamships  to  abandon  Londonderry  as  a  port  of 
call,  and  the  ships  of  both  lines  which  up  to  the  date  mentioned 
called  there  with  unfailing  regularity  made  their  route  to  the  United 
States  direct  from  Glasgow  or  Liverpool,  as  the  case  might  be,  and 
did  not  make  a  call  either  on  the  outward  or  homeward  voyage  at 
any  Irish  port. 

This  has  been  obviously  a  big  loss  to  the  port  revenues  of  London- 
derry. It  also  caused  a  marked  decline  in  the  business  of  hotels  and 
boarding  houses,  which  had  hitherto  reaped  a  fair  revenue  from 
*  catering  for  the  wants  of  travelers  to  and  from  the  United  States. 

Cross-Channel  Shipping  Maintained. 

The  cross-channel  shipping  trade  to  both  England  and  Scotland 
is  still  maintained  as  in  the  previous  year.  That  is  to  say,  there  are 
biweekly  sailings  to  Liverpool  and  similar  sailings  from  Liverpool. 
There  is  also  a  steamship  sailing  once  a  week  from  Londonderry  to 
Heysham  and  a  similar  weekly  sailing  from  Hej^sham  to  London- 
derry. 

There  are  sailings  every  day  (Sundays  excepted)  from  London- 
derry to  Glasgow  and  similar  sailings  from  Glasgow  to  Londonderry. 
Besides  this  there  is  a  small  fleet  of  coasting  steamers,  of  about  an 
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average  of  300  tons  each,  constantly  employed  in  carrying  coal  from 
England  and  Scotland  to  Londonderry. 

Several  cargoes  of  grain  arrived  from  South  American  ports  dur- 
ing 1914,  and  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  year  from  Black  Sea  ports 
also.  There  were  cargoes  of  timber  from  Canada  and  Norway  and 
one  cargo  of  ice  from  Norway. 

Londonderry's  exports  of  live  stock  to  cross-channel  ports  fell  con- 
siderably in  1914  below  the  figures  for  1913,  and  this  is  attributable 
to  the  fact  that  for  a  considerable  period  in  1914  the  export  of  rumi- 
nating animals  from  Ireland  was  prohibited  by  order  of  the  British 
board  of  agriculture,  owing  to  several  outbreaks  of  alleged  foot-and- 
mouth  disease  said  to  have  occurred  among  Irish  herds.  Ireland 
having  been  eventually  pronounced  officially  clear  of  this  bovine 
malady,  the  export  trade  was  in  the  latter  portion  of  the  year  vigor- 
ously resumed. 

It  is  a  question,  still  occasionally  hotly  debated  both  in  the  press 
and  in  Parliament,  whether  the  board  of  agriculture  was  justified  in 
completely  prohibiting  the  export  of  Irish  live  stock. 

Popular  American  Motor-Car  Model. 

The  Londonderry  consular  report  shows  that  a  certain  American 
make  of  automobiles  continues  to  be  popular  locally.  Many  of  these 
cars  are  now  in  use  in  the  northwest  of  Ireland.  The  most  popular 
model  is  a  four-seater  sold  at  $656.97  complete,  and  the  company  has 
shown  great  enterprise  by  having  opened  during  the  year  numerous 
agencies  in  the  smaller  towns,  and  indeed  in  some  of  the  villages  of 
the  northwest,  in  addition  to  those  hitherto  established  in  London- 
derry City  only. 

Of  the  three  steamers  launched  and  equipped  during  the  year  at 
Londonderry,  the  Van  Stirum,  a  vessel  built  for  a  Dutch  firm,  has 
been  lying  tied  up  in  port.  She  was  apparently  unable  to  go  to  sea, 
and  whether  this  was  due  to  the  exigencies  of  the  maritime  insurance 
market  or  to  a  dread  of  contact  mines  or  submarines  was  not  definitely 
known.  This  ship  was  specially  designed  as  a  fruit  carrier.  She 
is  a  very  high-class  steamer,  possessing  luxurious  accommodations 
for  a  limited  number  of  passengers.  Her  holds  are  virtually  im- 
mense refrigerators,  and  she  is  said  by  experts  to  be  one  of  the  finest 
ships  in  the  fruit-carrying  trade  afloat. 
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